The title compound, which is a useful synthon in Sonogashira cross-coupling reactions, can be prepared by N-alkylation of methyl indole-5-carboxylate with propargyl bromide in toluene / 50% sodium hydroxide under phase-transfer catalysis. Under these conditions [1], the ester group remains unaffected and there is no noticeable alkyne/allene rearrangement [2]. Thus, to a solution of methyl indole-5-carboxylate (1.75 g, 10 mmol) and propargyl bromide (2.23 g, 15 mmol of an 80% solution in toluene) in toluene (30 mL) was added tetrabutylammonium bromide (0.161 g, 0.5 mmol) and 50% aqueous NaOH (6 mL). The two-phase system was stirred vigorously for 6 h at room temperature, then it was diluted with toluene (10 mL) and the phases were separated. The organic layer was washed several times with water and then with brine. It was dried over Na 2 SO 4 and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. The residue was recrystallised from diisopropyl ether to give the product (1.432 g, 67%) as yellow crystals.
